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Abstract

Spreading of micro-blog services such as Twitter has
made it easy for users to share what they are doing and
thinking of. Also, micro-blog users’ purposes are getting
more and more various. Although past research on
micro-blog users counted up their purposes, it did not
automatically classify their purposes. This paper
addresses the classification of Twitter users’ purposes
and the development of an automatic classifier using
appropriate  parameters. The classifier  collects
information and tweets of selected users, and calculates
values such as “follower/following ratio” and “number
of shared URLs”. Then the classifier weights these
values, and determines the users’ purposes. This method
requires the classifier’s learning. For example, if a
user’s “follower/following ratio” is high (which means
that the user is watched more often than is watching
other users’ tweets), the purpose of the user is likely to
be “to spread information” or “business or
monetization”. This paper also shows the results of an
experiment on how correctly the classifier classified the
purposes of users collected for the experiment.
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